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SUSAN P. BAKER, a 
retired Texas District 
Court Judge, is the 
award-winning author 
of eight novels, all 
with a legal bent. 
Three are the Mavis 
Davis Mystery 
series, featuring an 
uncensored Houston 

P.I. and her wacky staff. The other five 
novels are stand-alones, all but one with 
female protagonists—lawyers, judges, 
or litigants caught up in the justice 
system. The second book in her Lady 
Lawyer Mystery Series, entitled Death of 
a Rancher’s Daughter, is set to be released 
in 2020.

Susan has also published two nonfiction 
books: Murdered Judges of the 20th Century 
and Heart of Divorce, Advice from a Judge. 

Susan is a member of Texas Authors, 
Authors Guild, Sisters in Crime, and 
Galveston Novel and Short Story Writers. 
She is delighted to be the mother of two 
daughters and proud grandmother of 
eight children, ages 9 to 27.

By the time of this conference, Susan 
will have completed ½ of an item on her 
bucket list, Driving Route 66! First half--
Amarillo to Chicago.

Read more about Susan and sign up for 
her mailing list for newsletters and other 
offers at http://www.susanpbaker.com

Like her at  
http://www.facebook.com/legalwriter

Follow her on Twitter @Susanpbaker.

ELLEN MANSOOR 
COLLIER is a 
Houston-based writer/
editor, and author of 
the Jazz Age mystery 
series set during 
Prohibition in 1920s 
Galveston. She’s had 
several articles, essays 
and short stories 

published in various national magazines, 
and also reviewed mystery novels for The 
Houston Chronicle. 

 While visiting Chicago, she toured Al 
Capone’s notorious haunts–inspiring 
her historical mystery series featuring 
Jazz Cross, a society reporter who’s 

more interested in covering the crime 
beat.  Flappers, Flasks and Foul Play is 
the first novel in her soft-boiled series, 
followed by Bathing Beauties, Booze and 
Bullets; Gold Diggers, Gamblers and Guns; 
Vamps, Villains and Vaudeville; and Deco 
Dames, Demon Rum and Death. Based on 
Galveston’s rival Downtown and Beach 
gangs and historic events, the plots were 
fabricated to protect the guilty, as well as 
the author. 

Formerly Collier worked as a magazine 
editor, and in public relations and 
corporate communications. She 
graduated from the University of Texas 
at Austin with a degree in Magazine 
Journalism, acting as president of WICI 
her senior year. During college summers, 
she interned for a local newspaper, and 
(despite her Quaker mother’s protests) 
once worked as the world’s worst cocktail 
waitress, both jobs providing material for 
her newsroom and speakeasy scenes. 

KATHRYN 
EASTBURN is a 
reporter at The 
Galveston County 
Daily News and 
the author of two 
books, Simon Says: 
A True Story of Boys, 
Guns and Murder 
(Da Capo, 2008) 

and A Sacred Feast: Reflections on Sacred 
Harp Singing and Dinner on the Ground 
(University of Nebraska Press, 2008). 
Eastburn has worked as a journalist 
since 1993 when she co-founded the 
alternative newsweekly, The Colorado 
Springs Independent. For five years, she 
wrote and recorded the public radio 
personal column, The Middle Distance, 
broadcast across southern Colorado. 
Eastburn’s work has garnered numerous 
journalism awards including First Prize for 
feature reporting by Education Writers 
of America and a fellowship with the 
Dart Center for Journalism and Trauma 
at Columbia University. She has taught 
literary journalism at The Colorado 
College and was an instructor for several 
years in creative nonfiction writing at 
Denver’s Lighthouse Writers Workshop. 
She earned a master of fine arts degree in 
writing in 2006. She’s a really good home 
cook, the mother of three fascinating 
adults, a gardener and enjoys singing 
with the Galveston Chorale.

KIMBER FOUNTAIN 
is a native of the Texas 
Gulf Coast and longtime 
resident of Galveston 
Island. After earning a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Theatre and Dance 
from the University of 
Texas at Austin, she 
lived in Chicago for 

several years before returning to Texas 
and making her home in Galveston. 
Kimber has produced three works of 
Galveston history: Galveston Seawall 
Chronicles (2017), Galveston’s Red Light 
District: A History of the Line (2018), and 
The Maceos and The Free State of Galveston 
(2020). Her literary career began in 2012 
as a writer for the Island Guide, and she 
has served as the editor-in-chief and 
feature writer for Galveston Monthly 
since 2015. Kimber is a professional 
speaker who holds history and book 
lectures all over Texas, and in the spring 
of 2019, she created the Red Light 
District Tours of Galveston, an historical 
walking tour inspired by her books. 
Devoted to promoting and preserving 
the local Galveston arts community, 
Kimber served as chair of the Arts and 
Historic Preservation Advisory Board to 
the Galveston City Council for six years, 
and she is occasionally seen on stage at 
the Island East-End Theatre Company in 
downtown Galveston. Contact Kimber 
directly at kimber.fountain@gmail.com.

DR. CATHERINE 
HANSEN, after 20 
years practicing 
medicine, is 
expanding beyond 
the office walls to help 
women rediscover the 
inner peace and outer 
joy of Reclaiming Life! 
With hot and juicy 

information to share, she gives engaging 
presentations on topics that no one wants 
to cover but everyone needs to know. 
She has been interviewed by multiple 
media outlets, runs a Woman to Woman 
column, shares a revealing Wellness 
Blog and has created several community 
and on-line programs (EWCircle.com) 
that reach out with powerful, useable, 
safe and effective health and wellness 
information for women of all ages and 
stages of life. Dr. Hansen completed a 
residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Advocating entrepreneurship through writing, publishing and the expression of the creative process in women.

SUSAN P. BAKER

Susan P. Baker 
is the author 
of ten law-
related novels, 
two nonfiction 
books, and a 
story collection. 

A retired Texas judge, she makes 
her home in Galveston. She has two 
children and eight grandchildren. 
A world traveler, she’s lived in 
Japan and Mexico and visited more 
countries than she can count. For 
more about Susan, see her website 
http://www.susanpbaker.com. Or 
Facebook https://www.facebook.
com/legal writer. Or follow her @
Susanpbaker. You may contact her at 
Susan@Susanpbaker.com.

Susan will feature her novels from 
The Mavis Davis Mystery Series, 
The Lady Lawyer Mysteries, and 
Ledbetter Street:  A Novel of Second 
Chances (set in Galveston). 

RESHONDA TATE BILLINGSLEY

ReShonda Tate 
Billingsley is 
the national 
bestselling 
author of over 50 
books. She writes 
adult and teen 

fiction, and nonfiction. Her novel, 
Let the Church Say Amen, became 
a film directed by actress Regina 
King, and produced by TD Jakes and 
Queen Latifah. Her book, The Secret 
She Kept, was also made into a 
movie and aired on TV One. 

ReShonda has received the NAACP 
Image Award for Outstanding 
Literature for Say Amen, Again and 
was nominated for Mama’s Boy 
and The Secret She Kept. She has 
received awards for journalism, 

fiction, and poetry, including an 
induction into the Arkansas Black 
Hall of Fame and a Texas Top 
Author honor. Her books remain 
a staple on Bestseller’s lists and 
have been featured in USA Today, 
The Washington Post, Jet, People, 
Essence, and Ebony Magazines.

ReShonda is the co-founder of the 
boutique publishing company, 
Brown Girls Books, with Victoria 
Christopher Murray. BGB’s 
subsidiary company, Brown Girls 
Entertainment, is producing content 
for film, TV and the web.

A graduate of The University of Texas 
at Austin, ReShonda is a member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and Jack 
& Jill of America. She is the mother 
of three children. Learn more at 
www.ReShondaTateBillingsley.com.

KIMBER FOUNTAIN

Kimber Fountain 
is a native of the 
Texas Gulf Coast 
and longtime 
resident of 
Galveston Island. 
After earning a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in Theatre 
and Dance from the University of 
Texas at Austin, Kimber lived in 
Chicago for several years where she 
worked as an actor and commercial 
voice-over artist. Her professional 
literary career began in 2012 as a 
writer for The Island Guide, and she 
has been the Editor-in-Chief and 
Feature Writer of Galveston Monthly 
magazine since 2015. 

Kimber will feature three books on 
Galveston history: the Galveston 
Seawall Chronicles (2017), 
Galveston’s Red Light District: A 
History of the Line (2018), and 

The Maceos and The Free State of 
Galveston, An Authorized History 
(2020), all from Arcadia Publishing/
The History Press, the largest 
publisher of regional history in the 
nation. 

Kimber is also professional speaker 
who holds history and book lectures 
all across the Houston area, and in 
2019, she launched The Red Light 
District Tours of Galveston, an 
historical walking tour inspired by 
her books. Devoted to promoting 
and preserving the local Galveston 
arts and history community, Kimber 
currently serves on the board of 
the Galveston Naval Museum. She 
also served as chair of the Arts and 
Historic Preservation Advisory Board 
to the Galveston City Council for six 
years and is occasionally seen on 
stage at the Island East-End Theatre 
Company in downtown Galveston.  

MELANIE PROMECENE

Melanie Herz 
Promecene lives 
in Houston, 
Texas with her 
husband Chris 
and their six-
year-old son 

Noah. She is a fifth generation 
Galveston BOI and graduate of The 
University of Texas at Austin and 
Parsons School of Design. Melanie 
loves entertaining family and 
friends, exploring the arts through 
travel and understanding the 
universal human experience. Her 
favorite past time is discovering the 
world through her son’s eyes.  

After 20 years in the design industry, 
and the isolation experienced 
during Covid, Melanie decided it 
was time to forge a new path - one 
centered around family, beauty, and 
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well-being. Early in 2020, Melanie 
and her husband Chris formed 
Starred Sky Development. The 
name itself nods to coincidences, 
circumstances, and timing – an 
alignment of the stars, so to speak. 
Starred Sky aims to bring unique, 
modern dwellings to the Texas 
countryside.  

Melanie brings her book Grit & 
Magic:  A Mother’s Story of Modern 
Adoption. Melanie continues to 
follow her winks that guide her to 
unfolding magic. In this staggeringly 
honest, often hilarious, always 
hopeful memoir, Promecene takes 
readers with her through the terror 
of 9/11 in New York, the floods of 
Hurricane Harvey in Houston, the 
winding streets of Beijing, and a 
beautiful day in Florence. And, 
of course, readers join her as she 
overcomes seemingly impossible 
obstacles of bureaucracy and 
biology. 
Her account of heartbreaking 
decisions, innocent 
misunderstandings that threaten 
to have devastating results, and 
the quirks and joy of her own large 
family are compelling and ultimately 
heartwarming.

SARALYN RICHARD

Award-winning 
mystery and 
children’s book 
author, and 
BOI (born on 
island), Saralyn 
Richard, was 

born with a pen in her hand and ink 
in her veins. Her books, Naughty 
Nana, the Detective Parrott mystery 
series, and A Murder of Principal, 
have delighted children and adults, 
alike. A member of International 
Thriller Writers and Mystery 

Writers of America, Saralyn teaches 
creative writing and literature 
at the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute and continues to write 
mysteries. Reviews, media, and tour 
schedule may be found at http://
saralynrichard.com. 

This is Saralyn’s fifth year for 
planning the Women’s Conference 
Book Nook. She is delighted to 
support the Galveston Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, and she 
enjoys meeting the fabulous women 
who attend. 

DALE TAYLOR

Part of the Apple 
Hill Series and 
recently released, 
Hester’s Journey: 
A Woman’s Quest 
to Heal, features 
a woman who 

joins her uncle in Pennsylvania at 
the Battle of Gettysburg during 
the Civil War era of the United 
States. Hester has learned the art 
of healing from her mother, Easter, 
and shares that gift with those who 
are wounded during one of the 
bloodiest conflicts of the U.S. Dale 
Marie Taylor, author of the Apple Hill 
series, published the book under the 
pen name, Kate Ayre Campbell. The 
book is available at Amazon.com 

and various ebook outlets. The first 
in the Apple Hill Series, A Home for 
Easter, part of the Apple Hill Series, 
explores the life of a Cherokee 
woman in search of a place to call 
home during the First Nations 
removal period, sometimes referred 
to as The Trail of Tears. Taylor is a 
retired professor of English literature 
and has published eight novels. 
Her most recent books, under the 
pen name Campbell, are historical 
fiction; Taylor has written romantic 
suspense as Ela Bell in her mystery, 
Archi: Mysterious Embrace; the 
book explores the magical lives of 
five siblings. Taylor plays the piano, 
enjoys dog training and gardening. 
Taylor can be reached at ckate593@
gmail.com. Find out more about 
Taylor’s work at narrativemagic.com. 

This is Dale’s fifth year of planning 
for the Women’s Conference Book 
Nook. She will feature her books:  
Hester’s Journey: A Woman’s 
Quest to Heal, A Home for Easter: 
Cherokees During Removal, and 
Archi: Mysterious Embrace.
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